17. Little Callerton Cottage
Little Callerton and Little Callerton Moor Farms were two connected farms of
the three which were purchased to create the Darras Hall Estate. The location
of both of these can be seen on an extract from the Six-inch OS Map of 1865.

Little Callerton Moor Farm was, rather unusually, built as a single-storey
dwelling, as can be seen in the photograph of the south elevation, dated 1885
[1]. Some of the remains of this building were apparently incorporated into a
later dwelling-house on Darras Hall, but were demolished circa 2008 and no
trace now remains. It is however still possible to see the name Little Callerton
Moor on a pedestrian entrance gate denoted as 157 Runnymede Road.

It would appear that virtually all of the original buildings of Little Callerton Farm
were demolished circa 2007, except for “Little Callerton Cottage” shown in
the photograph above. This had originally replaced two former “Hinds’
Cottages” (i.e. farm workers’ dwellings) and is now also incorporated into the
Darras Hall Estate as No. 79 Runnymede Road. However, since this road was
created to the rear of the premises and the front elevation faced south, the
property now appears to be back to front – as with the Darras Hall
Farmhouse.
The original front elevation
(which
faces
south-east)
shows the same basic design
as previously noted, with a
chimney stack at each end and
a symmetrical pattern of
windows with the front door in
the centre; the walls are whiterendered on random stone.
Whilst the front elevation
presents as two storeys, the
rear elevation shows part of
the roof extended down to
ground floor level – a feature typically seen on farmhouses of the early 19th
Century. This would provide additional space at ground level to provide for
food storage and preparation facilities whilst, if sufficiently large, the space

under the lower pitched roof could provide sleeping accommodation for
annually-hired farm workers – as may be seen at Pockerley Old Hall at the
Beamish Museum, County Durham [2].
[1] “Ponteland; One Thousand Years of History”. ISBN 0 9510381 0 9
Leslie Almond & Ponteland Local History Society. 1984. p. 37.
[2] Pockerley Manor, a 1825 farmhouse in its original setting at the Beamish
Open Air Museum.

