23. James Stobert’s House

James Stobert was a son of the first Henry Stobert who came to Ponteland
circa. 1817 as the tenant of the Ponteland water mill. James was born in 1825
and in later life became a both prominent member both of the Methodist
Church and the community of Ponteland. His work for the Methodist Church,
and that of several generations of
the Stobert family, was marked in
1956 by the designation of one of
the rooms in the church complex as
“The Stobert Room.” [1]
By trade, he was both a miller and
a farmer and in the late 1800’s he
and his family lived at No. 12 West
Road where, in the late 1800’s, he
at first set up a shop in a front room
selling groceries and provisions.
His son Henry Stobert served as a Local Preacher from 1876 to 1913, and is
shown standing in front of the family home and shop in the older photograph
dated circa 1880. [2] Henry’s son Henry Bewick Stobert, born in 1895, in turn
became a Local Preacher from 1914 to 1939.
In the early 1900’s the Stoberts built a new shop and warehouse on the
adjacent site now known as No. 10 West Road, and the saleroom in the
house was returned to family use. The new premises enabled them to stock a

much wider range of goods for sale, drawing in customers from travellers
passing through Ponteland as well as those living in the village and the
surrounding areas. The buildings represent a significant early stage in the
commercial development of the Village, as well as marking a considerable
contribution both to the secular life of Ponteland and the prosperity of the
Stobert family.
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